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General  dc  CA  PLCHKOFF, 

French  Ambassador. 
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For-.-^rd  ing  Memorandum 

Nature  of  Enclosures  Number 

Copy  of  a  document  addressed 
by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs: 

Written  report  of  the  interro¬ 
gation  of  the  Jcp^nesc  Lieut. 

SHOJI  HOTOYOSHI  commanding  a 
detachment  at  BERAU  (EORTJEO) , 
accused  of  having  ordered  the 
execution  of  H.  &  •" me .  THOREZ, 

French  citizens,  in  1945  1 


Total  1 


Tokyo 


Remarks 


STAMP  (French  Mission  in  Japan 


P.  0.  Colonel  WvLLHiR 
/illegible/ 


l.b./l.b. 


File  No.  126 


Charge  against:  SHOJI  EOTOYOSHI 

SUBJECT:  Execution  of  natives  at  BtBAU  in  period  May/ July 
1945  and  Execution  of  a.  Frenchman  and  his  wife  at 
BERAU 

I  SHOJI  M0T0Y0SHI  (Lt.  JG)  of  the  2nd  guard  unit  at 
T/iRAKAN  &  O.C.  detachment  at  BJBAU  makes  the  following 
declaration: 

I  v:as  O.C.  a  detachment  of  about  60  men  at  BERAU. 

Towards  April  1945,  the  situation  became  very  serious 
because  of  Allied  bombardments  and  the  lack  of  transport  and 
at  the  same  time  there  mere  certain  indications  of  underground 
activities.  In  one  instance,  9  soldiers  h^d  disappeared  v/hile 
cn  route  after  leaving  TARAKAN  and  their  disappearance  had 
been  alleged  to  be  the  work  of  hostile  natives. 
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I  ordered  120  natives  of  various  vJ 11-res  to  ho 
nr  rested  for  interrogation;  anong  then  were  4  or  5  v/0Lcn 
bu„  no  children.  Little  riorc  than  half  this  nurber^tro 
kept  in  custody  for  further  inquiry.  The  others  v/oro 

released • 


During  the  further  interrogations  the  detainees 

SSL"®'®  f0VLldepuilJy*  Normally  in  a  case  of  this 
kind,  the  natives  would  have  had  to  bo  sent  to  TARAiv/N  zo 

rppcr.T  buforo  n  Court  but  ns  I  hud  no  rVonns  of  ° 

transport  to  TaRAKAN  v/rr. tsoevor  p.t  uy  disposal,  I  acted  on 

H  '■”!  ilrSVO'ioi  cf  **  f  2on=Won,d 

it  should  be  disposed  of  and  gave  orders  for  their  exocution. 

iiOhl,  officer  of  the  military  police  supervised  the 
cutions  which  were  carried  out  in  three  batches  during 
TaKAHASHI ,  Chief  of  the  I’.ilitary  Police, 
a  i,  ohc  os:ccut:.OR8.  Four  or  f.ivo  women  ’■'ere 
executed,  I  think  the  ricthod  of  execution 
did  not  personally  execute  anyone. 


exv 

June/July  1945.' 
v/as  also  present 
among  the  nur.be.  r 
Was  by  sabre.  I 


.  .  heconbr r  1944,  the  natives  revealed,  under 

interrogation  tint  n  Frenchman  of  the  na re  of  THOREZ  and  his 
I’.fp  ?? c5cj;  r?:ciio  "nd  v.ere  in  constant  ccn  unication 

';JtflTthc  allied  t>  orces  ana  -/ore  passing  on  information  about 
the  Japanese  forces.  I  sent  some  soldiers  to  his  house  to 
investigate  but  all  seened  normal  -nd  no  steps  wore  taken. 

„  4.u  During  the  April  interrogations  the  natives  gave  us 

further  proofs  against  TFCREZ  nnd  his  wife. 

. ,  Tho  £irst  questioning  of  THOREZ  .lasted  2  hours.  In 

the  course  o,  two  other  interrogatiens,  faced  with  the  proofs 

to  toe  natives,  he  confessed.  I  ordered  the  execution 
of  THORLZ  nnd  his  v/ife.  TKOERZ ' 3  wife  had  also  been  found 
guilty  Ox  subversive  activities  -nd  besides  they  asked  to 
dm  together. 


The  above  written  declaration  was  re--d  to  re  in 
Japanese  and  it  is  a  true  statement  of  whet  I  h-ve  said. 

Signed  at  BALKPAFAN,  22  November  1945. 

signed  (Jr.  Japanese  characters) 

.  .  (SHOJI  I'OTGYGSHI) 

Signed  in  ny  presence- 

at  BALIKPAPAN  on 
22  November  1945, 

Witness:  G.  J.  PICKARD,  Capt. 


l 
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Certificate: 

X,  Alex  "ne'er  Ashton.  hereby  certify  that  I  an  thoroughly 
conversant  '-ith  the  French  and  Kni'llsh  language,  and  as 
a  result  of  the. conpari3on  between  the  French  and 
the  English  texts,  I  have  established  that  this  is  a 
true  and  correct  translation  of  International  Prosecution 
Docui  ent  No.  5958. 

/s/  A.  Ashton 
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